
Dear Friends,

Spring is especially welcome this year! Our parks are still recovering
from the damage to roadways, bridges, and trails caused by an
unprecedented stormy winter.

Our outdoor education programs in both parks managed to stay on
track despite many stormy days. Many thanks to County Parks staff,
a hardy docent group, our program partners at The San Mateo
County Historical Association, and local school teachers for being
so adaptive.

As the school year comes to an end, we look forward to transitioning
to a busy summer packed with community programming serving
youth camps, scouting groups, senior centers, and historical tours.
We will be hosting a Victorian Walking Days tour of the Folger
Historic District at 10am on July 8. We’ll complete the summer
programming with our first Family Fun Day on August 27. We hope
you'll join us. 

I will also be making a personal move from my President’s role with
the Friends. While I will continue as a board member I will pass the
baton to Ann Cripps and Jackie Nicholson who are serving as co-
presidents. Jackie and Ann will make a great team. The Friends are in
very capable hands.

On behalf of the Friends board, our talented and dedicated staff,
and volunteers, we thank you for your support and wish you a safe
and happy summer.
 
Sincerely,
Jill
Jill Daly, Outgoing President, Board of Directors

The Friends would like to extend gratitude and appreciation
to Jill for her service as our board president and her
innumerable contributions to our restoration efforts,
programs, and events over the past sixteen years. We are so
appreciative of her leadership, commitment, and expertise.
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When the much-needed winter rain finally came, it was in torrents that
caused massive tree falls, landslides, and unprecedented storm damage
throughout parks and open spaces in the Bay Area. With 23 parks to
manage, SMC Parks was overwhelmed, and widespread park closures were
put into effect to protect visitors and resources. The veteran-led
humanitarian group Team Rubicon came to the rescue, providing a strategic
advance team to set up an operational center and a team of expert
volunteers to assist with disaster recovery efforts.

These intrepid volunteers, known as Greyshirts, came from all over the state
and even the country to serve Californians impacted by weeks of rain and
storms. They scouted miles of trails to assess conditions, cut and moved
more than 100 downed trees, and cleared massive amounts of debris and
brush in Huddart and Wunderlich Parks. Similar conditions in the Pescadero
area on the coast prompted the team to visit and survey damage reported
on farms that provide local food banks with vegetables and local schools
with educational programs. Greyshirts cleared away downed trees and
hazardous debris, allowing the farms to get back to their business of serving
their community.

The trails weren’t merely messy, they were
hazardous, and potentially deadly, and the
Greyshirts entered with extreme caution.
“Widowmakers, detached or broken tree limbs
hanging loose, hovered precariously above the
trails.” said Incident Commander David LaRivee,
who flew in from Colorado to volunteer.
“Sometimes over 100 feet in the air. It was
treacherous and we had to be extremely safety
conscious." he added. 

The Greyshirts camped in rustic conditions, but
thanks to our generous donors and volunteers,
the sawyers and swampers, volunteers who
remove the downed trees, enjoyed home-cooked
and catered meals provided by the Friends of
Huddart & Wunderlich Parks. “Returning to base
and finding homemade chili waiting for us,” said
Greyshirt Brian Clark, who flew down from
Washington State, “that was a step above. I can’t
say thank you enough.” 

They not only left the trails safer, and cleaner, but
they worked with an eye towards future fire
safety. “It is common for wet winters to lead to
fiery summers in California, and wildfire
mitigation is a big part of what we do,” said
LaRivee, “and our saw work was done with that
in mind, as well.” The sawyers made complex cuts
to potentially combustible dead and dying trees,
while probable fire fuel sources, like downed
limbs and brush, were cleared away. 

SMC Park Rangers continue to work hard to
restore trails throughout the park system. Check
the web for information on closed trails before
hiking at https://www.smcgov.org/parks/san-
mateo-county-park-advisories

Team Rubicon is a veteran-led humanitarian
organization that serves global communities
before, during, and after disasters and crises.
Learn more at: https://teamrubiconusa.org/
Please consider donating to Team Rubicon, San
Mateo County Parks Foundation, and the Friends
to help with ongoing recovery efforts!

DISASTER RECOVERY EFFORTS IN PARKS IS A TEAM EFFORT

https://teamrubiconusa.org/


Artist Sheila Finch has long been enamored with the charming Dairy House in
Wunderlich Park. When she heard about our efforts to save the building from
collapse, she wanted to both capture the iconic structure and contribute to the
effort to save this slice of history. She painted a stunning oil on canvas print and
generously donated it to the Friends to use in our fundraising efforts. This painting
will be gifted to a generous donor when the project is completed. 

We envision a day when young students on field trips, park visitors, and history
buffs alike will be transported back to the 1870s. They’ll see hanging ham hocks,
milk jugs, and bushels of vegetables. They’ll notice the thick masonry walls, the
gabled roof, and the central ventilating cupola from another time. 

Digital artist Steve Hubbard has helped the Friends envision what the restored
building could look like and how visitors will learn about early food preservation
practices on properties like Hazelwood Farms at Wunderlich Park in the 1870s.

Join our efforts to save this slice of history. We are halfway to our goal of
$250,000. Donations can be made at www.HuddartWunderlichFriends.org/donate.
To make a keystone donation and contend to win the painting, contact us at 650-
851-2660. Together we can save this slice of local history and charming artifact for
future generations to enjoy and envision life in a bygone era. 

There's a new addition to the Carriage Room
Museum at the Folger Stable. We custom
ordered sturdy "horses" so our youngest visitors
can try sitting in a saddle in a safe and
approachable way. Participants in our Meet a
Mini program are introduced to Lightning the
mini horse and learn about grooming and horse
safety. Afterwards they can try sitting on our
practice horses. To our surprise, we found that
even 3rd and 4th grade students in the Folger
Field trip program aren't too cool to try out the
pretend horses. Thanks to our donors who
make continued improvements and equestrian
connections for our youngest visitors possible! 

ARTISTS RE-IMAGINE HISTORY SADDLE UP FOR MINIS!

Renderings of post restoration exterior and interior view of the Dairy House at Wunderlich Park by Steve Hubbard

Digital rendering of the oil on canvas painting by local artist Sheila Finch
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Keystone Donors
 

Bear Gulch Foundation     Michelle Green     Bob & Meryl Selig
Adolph Rosekrans & Gonsalves & Stronck

Dairy House Champions

Jane Aaron
Alison & Ed Abbo
Shirley Abraham
Nancy & Glenn Atkinson
Dorothy & Bob Bachler
Doron Bardas
Beth & Sean Barstow
Cheryl Basin
Stephen & Lori Brickley
Cathy Brisbin
Denise Bullwinkle
Karen Busch
Albert Candia
Jeff Chambers & Andi Okamura
Kristina Chancholo
Cathleen Cozzolino
Ann Cripps
Jill & Dick Daly
Kerry & Richard DeBenedetti
Don DeFranco & Paul Stickland

Donors
Cathy Dickerson
Jo Egnes
Karyn & John Ellis
Elizabeth Folger
Ivan Fujihara
Honor Fullerton Stone
Joe & Jackie Geist
Lea Goldstein & Brian
Greenberg
Lynn & Darius Goodall
Karen Gregory
Susan & Ken Gross
Carla Guerard
Karen King & Scott Pinson
Jordan & Stewart Koch
Susan Lang & Rob Levenson 
Julie Lin Friss & Brian Friss
Nele & Josh Magee
Maggie Mah & Thomas Johnson
Jeane Makar

Alison Mark
Sarah & John Maroney
Brian Mills
Mounted Patrol
Mitch & Kristie Postel
Oleg Pravdin
Don & Sandra Pugh
Melissa Rhyne
Adolph Rosekrans
Carolyn Schwartzbord
Michelle Nabor Smedley
Tanja & Thomas Smith
Zenobia & John Smith
Colleen Tate
Kym & Lars Teppo
Jesse Venticinque
Elizabeth Weigen
Connie Young Yu & John Yu
Liz & Eric Youngman



Karen Gregory
Beth Guillaumin Perrell
Connie Hawkins
Colleen & Doug Helm
Robin & John Heyeck
Joan & Randy Hodnett
Janice & William Hopper
Paul Inoyue
Janet & Andy Jurian
Patsy & Ed Kahl
Cathy & Stan Karp
Simon Klemperer
Jordan & Stewart Koch
Bill & Kathy Korbholz
Lucy & Bob Krensky
Susan Lang & Bob Levenson
Tom Larsen
Suzanne & Peter LaTourette
Elizabeth Leary
Beverly & Peter Lipman
Cynthia Livermore
Margaret & Craig London
Joseph Lucero
Margaret & Jamis MacNiven
Alison Mark
John Mashey
Carole & Sten Mawson
Susie McBain
David Mendel
Lily & Riaz Moledina
Janet Moody
Alexia & Henry Moore
Mounted Patrol
Marjorie Muldowney
Robert Mullen
Holly Myers & Kirk Neely
Michelle Nabor Smedley
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Grant funders

Nancy & Glenn Atkinson
Lorna & Bruce Basso
Bonnie & Fred Bertetta
Margaret Blair
Janet Briggs & Eric Patzer
Nina Brooks & Andrew Hirsch
Carmen Brun
Kelly Bugos
Leslie Bull
Barbara & Michael Calbert
Susan Carey
Nicole & Nat Chambers
Kristina Chancholo & Wilver Mazariegos
Katherine Chappelear
Sandy Cold
Casey Cozzolino
Ann & Peter Cripps
Ruth Cronkite & Blair Ratcliff
Cunningham-Gardiner Foundation
Jill & Dick Daly
Stephanie & Alain de Raynal
Don DeFranco & Paul Stickland
Patty Dewes
Karyn & John Ellis
Emery-Pearson Charitable Trush
Ellie & Roy Ferrari
Iain Finlay
Elizabeth Folger
Adeline & Alan Forrest
Ann Ganesan
Honor Fullerton Stone & Dave Stone
Carolyn & Terry Gannon
Joe & Jackie Geist
Denise Gilbert
Lea Goldstein & Brian Greenberg
Jennifer Gonzales
Michelle & William Green

Cynthia Neuwalder
Lan Nguyen
Jackie Nicholson
Jeanne & Ron Oehm
Karen Offen
Andi Okamura & Jeff Chambers
Dana & John Perine
Sandra & Don Pugh
Lisa Putnam & Bruce Carlsmith
Adda Quinn
Alyssa Ray
Nancy Ridgway & Bob Sawyer
Sarah & Doug Rivers
Kelly Roberson
Jan & Dennis Ruby
Janet & Victor Schachter
Randy Schwabacher
Jonathan Segel
Margaret Sentous
Kathy Sikorski
Elizabeth & Roger Sippl
Gretchen Tenenbaum
Kym & Lars Teppo
Jeanie Treichel
Harriet Tucker
Ellen & Mike Turbow
Marilyn Voelke & John Kelly Monaghan
Matt Voss
Ashley Walker
Richard Walrod
Gail Whelan
Wayne Wiebe
Ann & Bruce Willard
Kristen & Mitch Yawitz
Tiffany Yeung
Connie Young Yu & John Yu
Alan Zefran

Barkley Fund  •  Bear Gulch Foundation  •  Sonja and Bill Davidow 
Elizabeth Folger  •  Hurlbut-Johnson Charitable Trusts  •  Merck Foundation

Gordon & Betty Moore Fund  •  Rose Family Charitable Giving Fund  
Harvey L. and Maud C. Sorensen Foundation  •  Save the Redwoods League

San Mateo County Parks Foundation


